 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Process for Acquiring a Deacon’s License
For the Deacon (respond to the call)
1. The candidate completes the “Trial Deacon Application” understanding he must complete a minimum of one year apprenticeship of which he must demonstrate competence as a deacon.  During this time, there must be faithful reporting to the quarterly conference and annually the state office. A copy MUST be sent to the Overseer.
For the Local Church (recognize/develop)

2. The pastor recommends to the local church in a called or regular church conference they be set forth as a trial deacon.  

3. It’s recorded in the minutes of the church conference. 

4. Forward this to the State Overseer and a Trial Deacon's Certificate will be issued from the State Office.

For the State Overseer (support/encourage/direct)

5.
After the trial period (one year), the State Overseer, with the approval of the candidate, the pastor and clerk will complete the “Church and Pastor’s Endorsement” and the Overseer will send the candidate a “Deacon’s Application Form” and a letter of commendation for having been set forth for the ministry. The Trial Deacon is to report QUARTERLY to the church conference.  A copy can be sent to the Overseer as well.  
For the Minister and State Overseer (collaboration) 

6.
During the trial period, the candidate will complete the Foundations Course (English and/or Spanish) and the Ministers Policy Manual (found in the Assembly Minutes with test included).  Tests are sent to the State Office for grading, then CBL (Cleveland, TN) will award a certificate number after the grades have been sent in. [The Foundations Course contain 4 small books: The Bible (book 1);  Spiritual Formation (book 2); History of Christianity (book 3); COGOP (book 4) - Fitly Joined Together - A Membership Guide to the COGOP. These books can be purchase by calling our toll free number 1-800-221-5027.  The present price is $6.95 each (plus $2.50 shipping & handling).  If you order 5 or more you can request an answer packet Answers to additional questions or to order the material, call WW toll free number 1-800-221-5027.  You may use your account, check or major card.  You may also order online - <http://www.whitewingbooks.com/> Under "Quick Find" type in "Foundations." You may order the Assembly Minutes/Minister's Policy Manual from the State Office, $10.00.  The Ministers Policy Manual test are at the end of the Policy Manual.  This also may be ordered from the White Wing, please ask for Church of God of Prophecy 92nd Assembly Minutes (ministers copy). A certificate should be secured at the completion of the Foundations Course. 

Also, he must read one book of their choosing from the suggested reading list: "Doing Church as a Team" by Wayne Cordeiro.  “The Deacon and His Ministry” by Richard L. Dresselhaus. "Leadership on the Other Side" by Bill Easum. “God's Armor Bearer” by Terry Nance and “God's Armor Bearer II” by Terry Nance. 

7. The trial deacon will then notify the pastor as to the completion of the Foundations Course and the one year anniversary of being set forth as a trial deacon.  
8. The State Overseer will be notified by the pastor.

The State Office (certify/authorize) 

9. Upon approval, the State Overseer will coordinate a time for ordination (local church or State Event) and the Deacon’s Certificate will be issued.  

10. The deacon is to continue reporting quarterly to the local conference and annually to the State Overseer.   
Trial Deacon Application
Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

City________________________________________________State_____Zip______________

Telephone__________________________Date of Birth_________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________________________________

Date you married ____________________ Wife’s name_________________________________

How long have you been saved? _________________ Are you sanctified? __________________

Filled with the Holy Ghost? _________________Have you been baptized in water? ___________ 

If so, when and by whom?________________________________________________________  

How long have you been a member of the Church?_____________________________________

Endorsement (To be filled in by the Clerk)

The church at _______________________________________has considered the desire and 

ability of______________________________ and recommends that he be recognized as a Trial 

Deacon. 

**********

Date of Conference ________________________________________

Signature of Clerk__________________________________________ 

Signature of Pastor_______________________________________

Send this completed form to the State Overseer:

Church of God of Prophecy

Tennessee State Administrative Office

P.O. Box 2319

Hendersonville, TN 37077-2319

